What You Need to Know: Name __________________________________  Date _____________
3. Comparative Theory: Rational Choice (Behaviorism) v 2.0

These few questions cannot be comprehensive but should be helpful. More information can be found in Chapter 4, "Know Comparative Government Theory" (pp. 27-46) and in the country-specific chapters (pp. 55-65, 69-81, 86-98, 104-120, 127-137, and 142-151) in What You Need to Know for th​e AP Comparative Government and Politics Exam.

1. Why is rational choice theory more suited to quantitative analysis than systems theory?

2. To comparative political scientists, why do people sometimes make irrational choices?

3. Is rational choice theory of more value when studying or comparing democratic or authoritarian regimes? Why?

4. If you wanted to compare voting in Iran with voting in the UK, what “things,” according to rational choice theory, should you examine? Why?

5. Which type of theory (systems or rational choice) do you think would be best applied to studying each of the following? Why?

a. Changes in corruption following new anti-corruption policies of the power elite in Iran and China

b. The processes by which a government adopts economic stimulus policies in Nigeria and Mexico

c. Unemployment rate changes as a result of reductions or increases in business regulation in the UK and Russia

d. Changes in the kinds and amounts of pollution created by businesses in reaction to effective new environmental policies and laws in Mexico and Nigeria

e. The effectiveness of civil society actions in China and the UK
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